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work, had a magnificent view of the snowy range, and we
would not have exchanged it for the finest house we had
seen in the plains.
From the commencement of our residence in Ranee
Khet, village schools received much of my attention.
For a time I had nine under my charge, at distances of
from six to fifteen miles. For the accommodation of
three schools sftme houses were erected, and for other
schools sheds of grass and wood were put up. The
attendance at these schools varied greatly at different
seasons of the year: many came too short a time to get
any benefit, the attendance of others was too irregular to
admit of .much progress; but a considerable number
remained till they received a good primary education.
On my visits I taught the pupils, and conversed with their
parents and friends who gathered round. When the
weather permitted I had my tent pitched for days near
the school, and visited the adjoining villages. On these
occasions I tried to sit down where or how I could, with
the people around me, ancl entered into familiar conver-
sation with them. The language was a great difficulty,
as the dialect of Kumaon differs widely from the Hindee
of the plains; but by dint of repetition, and putting what
I had to say in different forms in the simplest fashion,
I was often happy to find myself getting into the under-
standing of my hearers. Every second Saturday the
teachers, often accompanied by senior pupils, came to
my house to report what they had done, and to receive
instruction.
I had reason to be thankful for having entered into
this department of work. . A large amount of Christian
instruction was imparted; many of the boys showed
remarkable aptitude in committing to memory portions